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Message from Fr Llam glowingly about its beauty, its originality, the sen

welcome and inclusion. When presiding at Holy

| extend a warm welcome this weekend to Bisff§@" Other special occasions you feel a nearfies
Denis, as we celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the opening ~ Who gather in prayer.
of the Church of the Irish Martyrs. It is an occasi@fgerful to see how an original design and (o

celebrate, recall recent memories and to look t&@femanaged so well to fulfil the vision and the c
future with hope and faith. For that reason it is very appropriate that wejwc

A church building is CS¢lgPrlacamingfoggthgrdn faghofthe people
community, it is where new life is welcomed, whe?@ish on this happy day. This church as a pla
life is celebrated in its many milestones, and whigRE" and worship to God instils within us a rgal

ul timately, life is c8fde hanomtellipsodmany wholookafer,
The church is always about people, more so thdfR&are of this church with such attention egpe

physical building. The idea or concept envisiondtforacristan, John Waters and for many yegrs

this Church by its architect, Eamon Hedderman, waS#5VeY: up until her retirement in 2020. This

dpresent the church agveekendlyanpigthagkthe ﬁys_hlPeHs@ral

its interior layout representing the path of life frofA€ Liturdy Group, the Parish Gffice staff and th
baptism, to the Word and to Eucharist. The Euchaf{8f have volunteered and given of their ti
being the summit of our faith. The Church of theRFggration of today. All ensuring that the grpu

Martyrs achieves this, a space that enhancednghurch itself and the Liturgy we celebrate wil
welcomes the coming together of the fitting expression to God of our gratitude

community in prayer. We have been through_a difficult few years, a d
Where we o6come t og e 30RA9Essagdggnergsyy ofthe pefo%[eao{ thisgra
)

We are proud of this Church. It is a wonderful Iegac¥ never wail _V er e _
to the vision of its architect, to the late Fr. Moling’ inal word of thanks to Bishop Denis, always

Lennorand to the tireless effort and generosity of ffelcome face among us, his presence adds g s
people of Naas who financed and occasion and celebration to this lovely milestor

supported its completion. Thank you Bishop Denis!

To this very day, visitors to Ballycane often sp@df SO. to the nexttwenty v.e 'y ear s | &
Le cinamh Dé!
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Dol ly Garvey

| started working in the Office ifl 555 r‘ | attended meetings aboutj tf
Church of the Irish Martyrs s §9% =" N0 Church of the Irish Martyrs bufldir
after it opened in 1997 and sp = WM and was delighted with its locftio
next 20 years looking after the [ "SR W It is a unique building that | plss
and other areas of the C each day on my way to work irf N
including being a sacristan for :
two years. hospital and | loved the_ fact fha
| still have fond memories of sojJf % =% £ would be able to drop in whgn
of our parishioners who calle was completed.
Mass Cards and other requests for Masses and jjl-loved:the blessing of the sick ceremony, whichf we
sometimes looking for a sympathetic ear. All liffon a Saturday morning, it was very meaningful. § w
Parish came through our little office so there are ffof(the!first groups commissioned as a Eucharist Min

sad memories of that time. It is also with sad 1980 'a role | continue to this day | am also a nlem

remember the many Priests who came and the Liturgy Group.
those years, some like Fr. Moling and Fr. Jim :
unfortunately, are no longer with us. Over the years each Christmas | have prepared 2 «

Being such a beautiful Church, I did my best to E tall<ebp_art |r;] a natrllwty Scene a.t thefl\c/lzas_s on
it was always clean and that vestments and pd§5Y&://kRrings home the true meaning of Christmag.

were in pristine condition. Training the Altar Serj¢ Because of the special layout of the church, I loye !

those years gave me great pleasure as well. can see the choir, organist, and congregation aj th
From that ti me, | & ve [Jtimec Therenis raylovely hcommunity, spirit hat fallh
impacted on church life in Ballycane, so who knfliceremonies, and | find the church a place of solage.

the future will hold for that little church | know af¥in®@11, Fr Paul Dempsey and the Liturgy Group pla

so well. _ _ walk of solidarity for people who suffered abuge.
Dolly, after years of service to the parish oc@lwere joined by parishioners on a walk from the| Ct
a place of deep affection within the life of They stopped at the Famine Graveyard for prayefs a
Ballycane. She continues to support the pflent on to the lakes. Lanterns were released
voluntarily when called upon, and for this weiksymbol for those who have suffered. People thgn 1
most grateful. back to the Church grounds where a tree was plafte

Continued health and blessings, Dolly! |l plaque was erected which remains at the site.

John McEvoy

= |t was a lovely spring ev
~ towards the end of April 1996.
£ week of the Punchestown Sp
Racing Festival. Work onjt

| building of the new church h

| When the idea of building a ne
Church in Naas became a reality,
draw committee was formed t
§ organise the fundraising effort. Wi
B started.  While driving  hom B hindsight it was a very brave step
noticed a piakp truck parked take, but with our faith in ‘the
the building site and someone was loading scéatffold support and good will of the

planks into it. On entering the site and speaking| Will}i¥}Hners, we managed to raise over one million p

person, | established that he had no connection ats&evevb K fond d bidi
with the building of the Church! ooking back, my fondest and most abiding memory

In 2006, | was approached by the late Fr. Jimmy DSBS @nd good will of our draw committee and the
see if | would be willing to volunteer in the evenihd&igoPle from around the parish whose hard wol
the running of the Parish Centre. Who could turndg8igation to our fundraising efforts, has left a I
such a request from Fr. Jimmy? | have found then@meogy with me. Many became good friends an
taking care of the groups in the church and in theaetmree to support our current Parish Lotto. It is als

down through the years both a fulfilling and a rewlasdisg many have gone to their eternal reward i
experience. | have come into contact wit ifl@A¥ening years.

wonderful people although sadly, some of them aﬁ@e%mﬁme | enter our beautiful Church of the

to their eternal reward. |
John i derful friend and volunt Martyrs, | remember all those lovely people pas
OAN IS a wonaeruririena and volurteer present who made it all possible.

Ballycane Church, thank you John!
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The Church of the Irish Martyrs the centre for the celebration of Sunday Liturgy for
By Stan Hickey whole district from 1982 to 1997 while the possibjlity

Two major factors would dominate the developRiditig a new church was being considered.
which took place over the last fifty years in the Baflyt88é report identified Ballycane as the best sitejbe
area. The first factor was that, even though theyitareloseness to the new school and to the new fink
located close to Naas East, the townlands of Bapjaengethe Craddockstown and Blessington Roads.
Craddockstown and Tipper were in the Paridh 1089 Eamon Hedderman was appointed as archite
Eadestown and therefore the Archdiocese of Dublithe Hleev church.
diocesan boundary between the Dublin and Kildgigeé public meetings were held in 1992 at which
Lelghlln dioceses in this area of the town was géé‘weSWayne’ former curate in Naas and IEa
stream which formerly ran beside the BallymoreHggaérman outlined the concepts behind moderr] ch
and along the boundary wall of the hOSpital anﬂeg]gﬁ; to encourage maximum participation y
under the road at the hospital gates. congregation in a welcoming assembly space.
On 27th September 1992, the Beatification by Pope .
Paul 11 of the 17 Irish Martyrs took place in Ronje \
Fr. Moling Lennon in attendance.

In June 1993, plans went on public display and @ fc

: Hublic meeting was held. In September, a 2.5 dcre
The second major factor was the large number of housin
. . ..was Péﬁchased from the UDC for £30,000.
projects around the town. Especially those which would' o
eventually require a school and church at the eastsifPB 1996, a tender of £1.5 million by Ellel

the town to cater for the expanding population. Construction was acce_zpted. On Walking Sunday fthe
, , Isod was turned by Bishop Ryan and work on ghe
By the mid970s the requirement for a school 1n )
commenced. In July, the foundation stone wasjble
Ballycane, and a church at a later date, becam ah :
necessity and with fine weather, the roof was completed by the

In 1975, agreement was reached that the area of BOfIfhe 2o
89 fﬁ ﬁ/larch 1997, the church was blessed and| op

Y
including Naas General Hospital would be transfe{)rgg %
. y Bishop Ryan. In attendance were many of thg pi
the parish of Naas.

Fr. Joe Shorthall to N i 1967 OIwho had ministered here over the years. Ther¢ w
oo ortha’’ came fo aas in ancy A ddf honour by the FCA at the opening. This jwa:

consequence of the developments in Ballycane gﬁ‘fhgoafter the contractor moved on site and tdn y
live in Lakelands and served as chaplain to the igp;p{taé. r Ballycane was pi

He also began the task of heading up the tean%e\%wg'church

would provide a primary school for the area. )
P b y A remarkable achievement, testament to the effprt

The Holy Child School at Ballycane was opened 0, gR given so wholeheartedly by the paristion
with Patricia Kennelly as Principal. With great forjﬂjl {S and religious of Naas

a large assembly hall was sanctioned. This was to become




Mary French
and
Michael Coghlan
were married o

Baby Breen Sheridan,
who was amongst
the first babies
baptised in Ballycané
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Church on 28th July 1997
22nd March 1997 by
by

Fr. Jimmy Doyle.
Pictured here on his bigi
with his parents Elaine

Colin and grandparents
Frank and Margaret PI

Fr. Jimmy Doyli.
| Theirs was the firs
wedding to take

place in the
Church of the| |
Irish Martyrs.
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Fr. Colum Swa

A youth and family gathering with Fr. Sean in the Dz

Ll ¥ Framie.
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o0Before and Aftero: s
behind the scenes during Holy Week 2022

Blshop Denis pi
Linbh losa Princip
one of his visits

The Mercy Sisters pictured outside St. Helens: Brigid, Maureen, Anrfe and Eigdfbrate Cc




