Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
24th November 2019

A special kingship, based on the truth

As Jesus was being crucified, the onlookers mocked him as "the king of the Jews." An
with that title was nailed to his cross, intended to be ironic. To Pontius Pilate, Jesus h
am a king. | was born for this," but he said also that his kingship was not of th

notion of kingship. The kingship of Christ is gamiitical, universalist and above any kin
nationalism. It aims at a special kind of justice, not based on fallible human laws. His
help and protect the weak, and restore dignity to the poor and the helpless. If God's ju
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Most people today find it hard to empathise with royalty. The idea of kingship evokgs
class distinction and a world of luxury and unearned privilege. But this is far from the bi

do
air
stic

root in our world like this, it would bring peace between nations, and between indjvic

Jesus used parables to explain the kingdom of God and its mysterious presence in this world. For example, the mgstarc
the smallest of all seeds, the most insignificant of all things. Yet out of it comes a huge tree. God's kingdom ddenes ir| a |
way, in spite of seeming failure. As with the mustard seed, this small beginning holds the promise of a magnificemnkndir

that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for usPaalrote
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There is a conundrum in Jesus' teaching about the kingdom. The kingdom is here and now, we are told and yet we dre

forward to its coming. The Kingdom is both a present and a future reality. It is already here in part, but its fuledasusein

The kingdom of God grows in quiet ways. "No one wil/
within you" (Lk 17:20f).

Serving our king. A random act of kindness, a glass of water given out of goodness, may seem trivial ways of beisy |
our king. But Christians have always valued the sheer humanity of Jesus; he was like us in every way except for sin
today's feast portrays him returning in regal splendour, Jesus identifies himself with all that is human in us artteamon
seeks good among the ordinary and the bad alike; too often we seek bad among the ordinary and the good alike. Fo
sinner who does a single act of kindness can be saved.

What kind of king is Jesus?

"My kingdom is not of this world." His rule is far from a dictatorship. This noble prisoner, robec
purple and crowned with thorns was mocked by his Roman judge. But he claims an authority

nothing to do with compulsion by force. The authority of Jesus is the authority of truth. He is o ' ,/
in spirit, because he lives the truth and can lead others to thi thetlruth that saves us to eterna L g

life: "for this | was born and came into the world, to bear witness to the truth."

When faced by Pontius Pilate, Jesus says clearly what kind of king he is. He tells the Roman | ‘
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Advent Collection in support of the Priests of th|
Parishwill take place next weekend, 30th November '&)1/5(—%‘
December at all Masses. As always, we thank you fo %

continued kind support and generosity. Mass
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